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From the composer:

The song-cycle Lead Life expresses deep regret at the growing loss of
innocence in every world within our world. Each song thus reflects the same
mood — the awareness of this loss of innocence and the disappointment
involved. The poems were set, and are sung, in the original language in which

they were conceived.

The poets” words reflect their individual aesthetic and spiritual world, woven
into the syntactical and acoustic structures of their mother tongue; and each

language is a cultural planet unto itself.

The striking of the composer’s stylistic characteristics to be found in this song-
cycle are: a world lacking in functionalism flowing towards mass-space-color-

exoticism, vocal effects, onomatopoeia, a theater of sound.

To sum up the mood of each song: The first is dramatic, the second — exotic,
the third — descriptive (somewhat impressionistic), the fourth — tragic, and the

fifth — theatrical (on the humorous side).

During 2001-2002 the songs were composed for voice and piano and were
commissioned for performance in a number of concerts, not as yet as a
complete song-cycle. Weltschmerz has been performed a number of times
in Germany (in the version for voice and piano).” In 2005 the full version of
the cycle for soprano accompanied by an instrumental ensemble, was prepared,
commissioned by the “Mishkenot Shaananim” Music Center, Jerusalem. The
premiere performance took place on 21% March 2006 in a special concert, “Bat

Kol”, produced by the Center, with soloist Na’ama Nazrati.

* Published by Furore Verlag, Kassel, Cat. no. 6530,
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WELTSCHMERZ

A Ich, der brennende Wiistenwind,
Erkalte und nahm Gestalt an.

B Wo ist die Sonne, die mich auflésen kann,
Oder der Blitz, der mich zerschmettern kann!

C Blick’ nun: ein steinernes Sphinxhaupt,

Ziirnend zu allen Himmeln auf.

D Hab’ an meine Glutkraft geglaubt.

Else Lasker-Schiiler

English translation:

WORLD-WEARINESS

A 1, the burning desert wind,

Am chilled and have taken on an image.

B Where is the sun, that may dissolve me,

Or the lightning, that may shatter me!

C Behold now: a stony Sphinx-head,
Looking up angrily at the unending heavens.

D I had believed in the force of my ardor.

Translated by Gila Abrahamson



Weltschmerz

Score in C (Wiistenwind)
(Sounds as written) op. 60 Lyrics: Else Lasker-Schiiler
Music: Tsippi Fleischer
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Weltschmerz
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